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History of Landslides at the Base of Bare Mountain,
Tully Valley, Onondaga County, New York
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Figure 1. Aerial view of the Tully Farms Road landslide taken May 1, 1993, 4 days after the slide occurred and the
approximate location of the Webster landslide, just to the north. Dashed line indicate probable extent of the Webster
Road landslide beyond Onondaga Creek, and boxes indicate location of pictures shown in figures 3 and 4.
nApril 27, 1993 alarge landslide occurred Federal and State environmental agencies and several
lalong the foot of Bare Mountain in the Town universities have conducted studies in the area to identify
of LaFayette (fig.1), about 12 miles south of the cause of this landslide and assess the potential
Syracuse. Thiswas the largest landslide to occur in the for future landslides. These studies indicate that several
State since the early 1900's, according to the New York landslides have occurred at the base of Bare Mountain
State Geological Survey. Debris from the landslide covered  but are not recorded in town records or histories, which
1,500 feet of Tully Farms Road with more than 15 feet date back to the late 1700’s. Knowledge of how and
of mud and three homes were destroyed. Most residents when these older landslides occurred could provide an
were away from their homes at the time, and no fatalitiesor  indication of the potential for future landslides along the
serious injuries were reported. foot of Bare Mountain.
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Figure 1. Aerial view of the Tully Farms Road landslide taken May 1, 1993, 4 days after the slide occurred and the
approximate location of the Webster landslide, just to the north. Dashed line indicate probable extent of the Webster
Road landslide beyond Onondaga Creek, and boxes indicate location of pictures shown in figures 3 and 4.

nApril 27, 1993 alarge landslide occurred

lalong the foot of Bare Mountain in the Town

of LaFayette (fig.1), about 12 miles south of
Syracuse. Thiswas the largest landslide to occur in the
State since the early 1900's, according to the New York
State Geological Survey. Debris from the landslide covered
1,500 feet of Tully Farms Road with more than 15 feet
of mud and three homes were destroyed. Most residents
were away from their homes at the time, and no fatalities or

serious injuries were reported.

Federal and State environmental agencies and several
universities have conducted studies in the area to identify
the cause of thislandslide and assess the potential
for future landslides. These studies indicate that several
landslides have occurred at the base of Bare Mountain
but are not recorded in town records or histories, which
date back to the late 1700’s. Knowledge of how and
when these older landslides occurred could provide an
indication of the potential for future landslides along the

foot of Bare Mountain.
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